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STATE AND METROPOLITAN AREA EMPLOYMENT 
AND UNEMPLOYMENT: JANUARY 1993 


WASHINGTON -- Unemployment rates decreased from December 
1992 to January 1993 in 19 states, including several heavily 
populated states, the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. 
Department of Labor has reported. Unemployment rates increased 
in 26 states and the District of Columbia and were unchanged in 
five states. The national unemployment rate edged down from 7.3 
to 7.1 percent between December and January. 


Employment on nonfarm payrolls was higher in January than a 
year earlier in 42 states and the District of Columbia. 


Nationally, employment increased by about 675,000 over this 
period. 


Unemployment data for all states and the District of 
Columbia are available on a seasonally adjusted basis, thus 
permitting over-the-month comparisons. Nonfarm payroll 
employment data for states, as well as unemployment data for 
metropolitan areas, are only available ona 
not-seasonally-adjusted basis; therefore, comparisons of these 
data should be limited to the same month in earlier years. 
Over-the-month comparisons of not-seasonally-adjusted data may be 


affected by seasonal changes and thus could present a misleading 
picture of underlying economic trends. 


State Unemployment (Seasonally Adjusted) 


Alabama had the largest increase in its unemployment rate 
over the month (1.3 percentage point), while nine other states 
and the District of Columbia had increases between 0.5 and 0.9 
percentage point. Five states had decreases of as much as 0.5 
percentage point, including Michigan and New Jersey, both of 
which reported drops of 0.9 percentage point. 


Three states and the District of Columbia had January 
unemployment rates of 8.5 percent or higher. West Virginia 
continued to have the highest rate, at 10.6 percent, while 
California and the District of Columbia had the second highest, 
both at 9.5 percent. Nebraska had the lowest unemployment rate 
(2.8 percent), and South Dakota was next lowest (3.8 percent). 
Eight other states had unemployment rates below 5.0 percent. 
(See the map.) 
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Several states have shifted their long-standing unemployment 
rate rankings during the last year or so. For example, 
Michigan's rate, which had been substantially higher than the 
national rate for most of the last 20 years, fell to 7.1 percent 
in January--the same as the national rate. In contrast, 
California and Washington, which had unemployment rates near 
or below the national average in July 1990, in January 1993 had 
rates well above the U.S. average. 


Metropolitan Area Unemployment (Not Seasonally Adjusted) 


Of the 272 metropolitan areas for which data are available, 
69 areas reported January unemployment rates of 8.5 percent and 
higher, while 44 areas had rates below 5.0 percent. 
Salinas-Seaside-Monterey, Calif., had the highest unemployment 
rate (18.4 percent), followed closely by McAllen- 
Edinburg-Mission, Tex. (18.2 percent), and then by Modesto, 
Calif. (17.4 percent). The lowest rate was in Iowa City, Iowa 
(2.0 percent), followed by Lincoln, Neb., and Madison, Wis. (both 
2.3 percent). 


Nonfarm Payroll Employment (Not Seasonally Adjusted) 


Nonfarm payroll employment, as measured by the monthly 
survey of nonfarm establishments, showed relatively widespread 


gains between January 1992 and 1993. Employment rose by 2 
percent or more in 26 states. Nevada reported the largest 
percentage increase (4.3 percent), followed by Idaho and Montana 
(both 3.9 percent), North Dakota (3.6 percent), Georgia and 
Mississippi (both 3.5 percent), and Texas and Utah (both 3.4 
percent). Texas had the largest numerical increase, with an 
over-the-year job gain of about 240,000. 


Over-the-year employment declines were reported in eight 
states. The largest percentage declines were in Connecticut (1.7 
percent) and California (1.5 percent). California had the 
largest over-the-year employment decline (175,000). 


Employment gains also were pervasive across industries. In 
the goods-producing sector, more than half of the states reported 
modest over-the-year job gains in manufacturing, and over 
three-fourths had gains in construction. In the 
service-producing sector, all but one state reported 
over-the-year job growth in services, four-fifths of the states 
had increases in trade, three-fourths reported gains in finance, 
insurance, and real estate and government, and two-thirds in 
transportation and public utilities. 
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Week of April 5, 1993 


U.S. IMPORT AND EXPORT PRICE 
INDEXES FEBRUARY 1993 


WASHINGTON -- The Import Price Index edged down 0.1 percent 
in February, the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. 
Department of Labor has reported. The slight decline followed 
larger decreases in each of the 3 preceding months. In contrast, 
the Export Price Index, up 0.1 percent in February, moved higher 
for the third consecutive month. 


Import Goods 


The 0.1 percent decrease in import prices during February 
was led by a 0.3 percent decline in the index for nonpetroleum 
imports; the third time in the past 4 months this component has 
moved lower. In contrast, prices for petroleum imports rose 1.7 
percent in February after declining 2.5 to 3.8 percent in each of 
the 3 previous months. In the 12-month period ended in February, 
import prices were up 0.6 percent; with petroleum excluded, 
however, the index was down 0.4 percent. Petroleum prices rose 
11.2 percent during the same 12-month period. 


Last month's decline in import prices was highlighted by a 
0.7 percent fall in the index for capital goods and a 0.1 percent 
dip in consumer goods. Both End Use categories posted declines 


in 3 of the past 4 months. Also contributing to the February 
drop was the decrease in the index for foods, feeds, and 
beverages, which fell 1.7 percent after posting a 0.3 percent 
rise in January. 


Led by the rise in petroleum prices, the index for imported 
industrial supplies and materials moved up 0.8 percent in 
February after moving lower in each of the 3 previous months. 
Prices for durable nonpetroleum industrial supplies also 
contributed to the turnaround, rising 1.0 percent in February. 

In contrast, the index for nondurable nonpetroleum industrial 
supplies and materials, down 0.7 percent, declined for the fourth 
consecutive month. 


The index for imported automotive vehicles was unchanged in 
February after declining in 2 of the 3 previous months. 


-more- 
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Export Goods 


Unlike the earlier increases in export prices, the 0.1 
percent rise in February was attributable to a 0.3 percent 
increase in nonagricultural commodities, the first increase in 
this component since August. The index for prices of exported 
agricultural commodities, however, fell 0.6 percent in February 
after rising 0.7 to 1.5 percent in each of the 3 prior months. 


For the year ended in February export prices were up a 
modest 0.2 percent as a 2.4 percent decline in prices of 
agricultural commodities was more than offset by a 1.2 percent 
rise in the prices for nonagricultural commodities. 


The small upswing in prices for nonagricultural commodities 
in February was highlighted by a turnaround in the index for 
exported capital goods, which edged up 0.2 percent after dipping 
0.3 percent in January. In addition, the index for nonautomotive 
consumer goods was up 0.6 percent, while the index for automotive 
vehicles rose 0.4 percent; both reflected small accelerations in 
their recent rates of increase. 


The February decline in the index for foods, feeds, and 
beverages was reflected in both major components. Agricultural 
foods, feeds, and beverages fell 0.7 percent in February, marking 


its first decline since October. Nonagricultural foods, feeds, 
and beverages (primarily fish and beverages) resumed its recent 
downward trend and slipped 1.6 percent in February. 


# # # 
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Industrial production soared after the 1840s. In the space 
of five years, iron production increased by more than 300 
percent, anthracite by 1,000 percent, and ship tonnage by about 
250 percent, according to The U.S. Department of Labor's 


Bicentennial History of The American Worker. 
# # # 


The first known American political cartoon, printed in 1747, 
showed a wagon stuck in the mud and the wagoner praying for help. 
Ignoring him is a Quaker-like Hercules leaning on his club up in 
the clouds. The cartoon's message: Heaven helps only those who 
help themselves. The cartoonist: Benjamin Franklin, according to 
The U.S. Department of Labor's Bicentennial History of The 


American Worker. 
# ## 


The first Secretary of Labor, William B. Wilson, vowed to 
promote "the welfare of wage earners in the U.S.," according to 


the The U.S. Department of Labor's Bicentennial History of The 
American Worker. 


# # # 








